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SUMMARY OF ORIGINAL BILL:  Creates the “Homeless Student Stability and 

Opportunity Gap Act” grant program. Requires local education agencies (LEAs) to appoint a 

homeless student liaison. Requires each middle and high school within an LEA that identifies at 

least 10 homeless students within the district to identify a point of contact. Sets the maximum 

number of grants per year for an LEA at 15. Sets the maximum grant amount per LEA at 

$500,000 and for an individual school at $100,000. Requires the Office of Research and 

Education Accountability (OREA) of the Comptroller of the Treasury (COT) to report on the 

effectiveness of the program. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT OF ORIGINAL BILL: 

 

Increase State Revenue – Exceeds $1,000,000/Grant Fund 

 

Increase State Expenditures – Exceeds $1,022,700/General Fund 

                  Exceeds $1,000,000/Grant Fund 

 

Increase Local Revenue – Exceeds $1,000,000/Permissive 

 

Increase Local Expenditures – Exceeds $1,000,000/Permissive 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (015797):    Deletes and replaces all language after 

the enacting clause such that the only substantive changes are as follows: (1) removes the 

language relative to a grant program from the legislation; (2) requires the Department of Health 

(DOH) to provide birth certificates to homeless students; and (3) requires the Department of 

Safety (DOS) to provide identification to homeless students.  

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL WITH PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 
 

Forgone State Revenue – Exceeds $4,300  

 

Increase State Expenditures – Exceeds $500                 
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Assumptions for the bill as amended: 

 

 Based on a 2014 study by the National Center on Family Homelessness titled 

“America’s Youngest Outcasts: A Report Card on Child Homelessness,” there are 

28,798 homeless children in Tennessee. 

 A similar number of homeless children in the state are assumed for current and future 

years.  

 DOH charges a fee of $15 per birth certificate. 

 DOH will offer these certificates free of charge. 

 At least one percent of homeless children or 288 (28,798 x 1%), will seek birth 

certificates from the DOH. 

 This will result in recurring forgone revenue to the DOH exceeding $4,320 (288 x $15).  

 The total increase in the number of photo identification cards issued by the DOS is 

unknown; however, it is reasonably assumed that the DOS will incur some additional 

printing costs for producing identification cards that they would not incur in the absence 

of this legislation.   

 There will be a recurring increase in state expenditures for related printing and 

processing of birth certificates and identification cards reasonably estimated to exceed 

$500 per year.  
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